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Our vision:

To evolve to become an inclusive society that is supportive and accessible to all
persons of all abilities.

Our Mission:

To advocate and lobby with, or on behalf of, people with disability to ensure an
equitable outcome for all.
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AN OVERVIEW OF INTEGRATED DISABILITY
ACTION INC. (Ida)
ABOUT US
Integrated disAbility Action Inc (IdA) was formed in 1996 as the Northern Territory (NT) Peak Consumer
Organisation for Territorians with disability. IdA actively supports and represents the views of people
with disability and those of their family members, carers and guardians (paid and unpaid).

IdA’s aim is:
▪ through consultation with relevant stakeholders, to identify issues of interest for people with
disability, their family members, carers and guardians.
▪ to campaign for positive change on identified issues of interest, which may be specific to an individual
and / or systemic in nature.
▪ to distribute information and promote public awareness of issues that impact people with disability
through the development and publishing of resources for members and the broader community.
▪ to ensure that the views and opinions of people with disability, their family members, carers and
guardians are represented on government and non-government organisations committees and
boards, particularly those where decisions and policy directions are set that impact the lives of the
person with disability and those of their family members, carers and guardians.

IdA is funded through a small grant from the Territory Families, Housing and Communities which is
supplemented through individual, family and organisation memberships and donations. We are also
supported by our Patron Her Honour, the Honourable Vicki O’Halloran AO Administrator of the
Northern Territory

IdA representatives work with all levels of government and service providers across the Northern
Territory in the development, promotion and review of numerous policies and programs related to the
sector.

IdA hosts members meetings as required, where guest speakers are invited to present on and discuss
issues of interest and share information. The meetings also provide an opportunity to develop support
networks and socialise.
Relevant information is also regularly distributed via our weekly e-bulletin, where we also welcome
contributions from our members.
IdA firmly believes that it is only through our membership that we are able to gather the information
needed to present a confident and coherent message to all levels of government. So we ask, if you are
a person with disability, a family member, carer or guardian or are interested in the issues that impact
people with disability that you become a member.
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OUR PEOPLE
Patron
Her Honour the Honourable Vicki O Halloran AO Administrator of the Northern Territory
Management Committee
Dates acted

Name

Position

Michelle McColm

Chair

2020 - 2021

Jenny Madden

Vice Chair

2020 - 2021

John Fryar

Treasurer,
Public Officer

2020 - Present

Fiona Lodge

Secretary

2020 - Present

Philip Carson

Committee
member

2020 - Present

Josefina Bacus

Committee
Member

2020 - Present

Tamara Shepherd

Committee
Member

2020 - 2021

Fiona Tipping

Committee
Member

2021 - Present

Name
Sara Braines-Mead

Position
General
Manager

Dates acted
2011 - Present

Liza Metcalfe

Marketing &
Events Officer

2019 - 2020

Roma Hill

Administration
Officer

2018 - Present

Employees

Honorary Life Members
Name
Joyce Deering

Year
2014

Robyne Burridge OAM

2016

Izzy Dak

2020

External Bookkeeper
Name
Christine Mills

Year
2019 - Present
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OUR SUPPORTERS
CORPORATE SPONSORS

Ability Care Solutions
Anglicare NT
Anti-Discrimination Commission
APM
Carers NT
Carpentaria Disability Services
CatholicCare NT
City of Darwin
Carpentaria
Council of the Ageing (COTA)
Crest NT Pty Ltd
CPV Office, Dept. Infrastructure, Planning & Logistics
Darwin Community Legal Service: Aged & DisAbility Rights Team
Darwin Skills Development Scheme
Down Syndrome NT
Finding Jessica’s Voice Incorporated
Forrest Parade School
Golf Australia Northern Territory
Hands on People
Henbury School
HPA
ITeC Health
Jape Group – Jape Furniture Superstore
Life Without Barriers
Linkup Australia
Lo Castro
MJD Foundation
NDSP Plan Managers
National Disability Service
New Age Mobility
NT Legal Aid Commission
NT Mental Health Coalition
Paraquad & Brightsky Australia
People With Disability Australia
Relationships Australia NT
Somerville Community Services
Territory Care & Support (TCASS)
Total Recreation
Viking Pools
Venture Housing
Youthworx NT
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STRUCTURE & MANAGEMENT

Integrated disAbility Action Inc is registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits
Commission (ACNC).

ABN 75 183 351 648
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ACTING CHAIR’S REPORT

While my time in the role of Acting Chair has been short, the past twelve months have been very
exciting for IdA as it continues to grow and take on new challenges.
In August, IdA successfully launched the new IdA logo, a fresh look but still retaining the values and
origins of IdA. In November 2020 IdA won the Excellence in Promoting Community Awareness Award
at the Northern Territory Disability & Inclusion Award A great honour and a reflection of the respect the
community holds for the work of IdA in prompting change and highlighting awareness of people with a
disability in the Northern Territory.
For the second year in a row, IdA along with the Diversability Collective hosted the “Carnival of Fun”
Event, celebrating the International Day of People with Disability. The theme was “Not all disabilities
are visible” As with the previous year, the event was well attended, with a range of activities and the
Lord Mayoral Awards.
Unfortunately for IdA Michelle McColm resigned as Chair in December 2020 leaving behind some big
shoes to fill. I would like to thank the members of the IdA Management Committee who have contributed
to IdA over the last 12 months. Also thank you to the General Manager Sara Braines-Mead for all her
hard work both in the IdA office and the community promoting IdA and championing change for people
with disability.

Fiona Lodge
Acting Chair
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International Day of people with
Disability – Carnival of Fun

Member’s Meet & Mingle
Sara Braines-Mead & Izzy Dak
receiving his Honorary Life
Membership

IdA New Logo Launch
International Woman’s Day

Christmas Luncheon Tracy Village

NT Disability Services & Inclusion
Awards - “2020 Excellence in Promoting
Community Awareness
Liza Metcalfe,
Sara Braines-Mead, Robyne Burridge

GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT
What a Year !
Nobody could have foreseen last year, what 2020 would have in store for us. The year was
certainly not without its challenges including having to shut the office for seven weeks under the
City of Darwin’s covid-19 restrictions. However, the Ida team rose to the challenge and continued
working.
In February we held a Members Mingle and Network Night at the Darwin Trailer Boat Club. This
was very well attended and many of our individual members enjoyed the opportunity to meet
other members and form support networks whilst our corporate members were able to network
with other organisations within the sector.
In March for the first time we held a luncheon to celebrate International Womens’ Day. Officially
opened by our Patron Her Honour the Honourable Vicki O Halloran AO, Administrator of the
Northern Territory. We had many VIPS in attendance who enjoyed a wonderful lunch and chance
to celebrate womens’ achievements within the workplace including then Minister for Disabilities
Hon Natasha Fyles MLA.
Because of the office being shut, our AGM was delayed until June. This was preceded by a
Special General Meeting to amend our constitution to a modern constitution. Both meetings
were held within COVID-19 restrictions and at the AGM a new Management Committee was
elected. At the AGM long term Ida Member and former Committee member Izzy Dak was made
an honorary life member.
IdA Elected Management Committee 2020/21
Michelle McColm – Chair
Jenny Madden – Vice Chair
John Fryar Treasurer/Public Officer
Fiona Lodge – Secretary
Phillip Carson - Committee Member
Josefina Bacus – Committee Member
Tamara Sheperdson – Committee Member
Since its inception in 1996, IdA has had the same logo. The Committee and members felt that it
was time to review this. Whilst still wanting to retain the original name and colours, a bold new,
modern and easily recognisable logo was developed. This was officially launched at an event in
August at Darwin Trailer Boat club by then Hon Kate Worden MLA. Over 60 members attended.
Having an outdoor venue we were easily able to accommodate this audience whilst still
observing covid 19 regulations.
During this month we also held, our inaugural All Abilities Expo. The concept for this idea came
from the wish to connect people with a disability to service providers and organisations within
the sector all in one place at a one stop shop. The event was extremely well attended by 600
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people and incorporated information sessions on NDIS, COTA and the Royal Commission on
Disability. Hosted in conjunction with APM this event was attended by Her Honour the
Honourable Vicki O’Halloran AO, Hon Natasha Fyles, Hon Kate Worden and Hon Lauren Moss.
Mix 104.9 also broadcasted live from the event. A reception to honour the volunteers who
assisted on the All Abilities Expo was hosted by Her Honour, IdA Patron, Vicky O Halloran AO,
Administrator of the Northern Territory at Government House in November.
At the NT Disability Services & Inclusion Awards I was thrilled when IdA carried off the 2020
Excellence in Promoting Community Awareness Award in November. IdA were nominated in
several categories and it was wonderful to see so many people nominate us.
For the second year running, IdA as a member of the Diversability Collective were once again
primary hosts along with City of Darwin, APM and Life without Barriers at an event for
International Day of People with Disability on 3 December 2020. The “Carnival of Fun” was a
free community event attended by over 300 people held at NT Netball Centre to which the public
were invited and was held to celebrate inclusivity and appreciate the champions within our
community. It was a fun day with a great atmosphere and many local organisations giving up
their free time to help. The event was officially opened by Hon Ngaree Ah Kit, Member for
Karama Minister and also attended by our Patron. Entertainment and activities were provided by
local community organisations and a free BBQ and drinks were provided. This event also
incorporated the Lord Mayors awards for people with disability. IdA again sponsored the
Champions Award and, together with the Lord Mayor of Darwin presented the winner with an
award and a voucher for $500. The event received a great deal of media attention including
being shared on social media by the Chief Minister, Minister for Disabilities and Minister for
Health aswell as being featured on Channel Nine news. There is no doubt that this is the event
to be at and we are already taking expressions of interest for 2021.
Our last event for the year was a Christmas lunch for our members, their families and carers
which was well attended including by the Minister of Disabilities and a great way to finish off what
has been an amazing year.
As always I have been honoured to be the General Manager of IdA. The wonderful team of
Roma, Liza and Chrissy, the very active and supportive Management Committee and the IdA
members who make this role so fulfilling.
Thank you all!

Sara Braines-Mead
General Manager
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OUR FINANCES
TREASURER’S REPORT

Integrated disAbility Action (IdA) began the financial year with total equity of $159,708 and remains in
a strong financial position at the end of the year.
Income received was more than last year through increased Government funding and Covid-19 related
Stimulus and proceeds from IdA-arranged events, predominantly the International Day for People with
Disabilities, which was well put together and very well supported.
Expenses increased over the year. The largest of these was expenditure related to staff which related
to the appointment of a Marketing and Events Co-ordinator, a position that allowed IdA to hold larger,
more co-ordinated events and lift IdA’s profile in the community.

A change in Auditors this year has seen a switch to more appropriate auditing standards for IdA as a
not-for-profit organisation. One of these changes saw unexpended grants from previous years brought
to account as revenue during the year and, consequently, the total income for the year shows as
significantly higher than previous years in the final financial reports. Similarly, these accounting
changes saw expenses increase to above what they have been in previous years. The significant
increase in income and expenses for the past year should be isolated to that year only. The net profit
on the audited figures for last financial year was $56,592.
I want to thank my fellow board members for their support and ongoing contribution to the organisation.
I also particularly want to thank Sara for the help she has provided me in this role and the great work
she does as General Manager. I wish her and IdA all the best into the future.

John Fryar
Treasurer
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

INTEGRATED DISABILITY ACTION
INCORPORATED
ABN: 7518 3351 648
Financial Report For The Year Ended
31 January 2021
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OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION
HOW YOU CAN HELP
Become a member
Membership Fees:
Individual $15 Family $20 Concession Card Holder $10 Corporate $100
Contact the office or download a membership form through our website.
E: office@idainc.org.au P: 08 8948 5400
W: www.idainc.org.au

Volunteer your time
Contact office@idainc.org.au or P: 08 8948 5400 to see how you can help.

Make a donation
Bank details are on our membership form or contact the office for more information
08 8948 5400

Support an event or fundraising activity
Subscribe to our e-bulletin to see what events are coming up and how you can help.

Other ways you can help our cause
Promote IdA wherever you go! If you become aware of any issues you think we should know
about let us know either through email or phone or drop into the office Mondays to Thursdays
between 8am and 4pm.
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Events in 2021
25 YEARS OF IDA
9th July
Government House
29 Esplanade, Darwin NT

Celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary
of IdA with us, food and drinks
provided.
(by invitation only)

ALL ABILITIES EXPO
26th August
12:00 – 4:00pm
Netball NT – CDU Stadium,
254 Abala Road, Marrara NT

A community event that links
individuals, organisations, agencies,
community groups and business and
service providers to people with
disability.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEOPLE
WITH DISABILITY
‘Carnival of Fun’
3rd December
Netball NT – CDU Stadium,
254 Abala Road, Marrara NT

A chance to celebrate inclusivity, and
appreciate those in our community.
Games and activities suitable for all
abilities to be held, and food and
drinks provided.

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON - TBA
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NT Peer Supporters is a program run by people of all abilities for people of
all abilities by sharing their lived experience through group meetings,
connecting peers with services and supports that will assist them and to
provide an opportunity to share information about opportunities and
navigating the sector through social meetings.
Contact Paul “Macca” McKenzie 0427 509 341 email:
pmacca2@bigpond.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/NTpeersupporters
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Integrated disAbility Action Inc (IdA)
P O Box 645 Nightcliff NT0812
Ph: 8948 5400
E: office@idainc.org.au
W: www.idainc.org.au

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

